
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- BELIEF SYSTEM 

Belief 
System 

Place 
of 

Origin 

Found
er 

and/or 
Major 
Figure

s 

Sacred 
Texts 

Beliefs and 
Practices 

Moral/Ethic
al Code of 
Conduct 

Impact on Society 
Whose Inhabitants 
Practice the Belief 

System 

Judais
m 

Middle 
East 

Abraha
m 
(Founde
r) 
Moses 
(most 
importa
nt figure 
in 
Judais
m) 

Torah (first 
five books 
of the 
Christian 
Bible...Gen
esis, 
Exodus, 
Leviticus, 
Deuterono
my, 
Numbers) 

Monotheistic. 
Believe in 
following 
Yahweh (God). 
Worship in 
synagogues/tem
ples 

Follow the 10 
Commandme
nts handed 
down by 
Yahweh to 
Moses on Mt. 
Sinai. 

The Torah and traditions 
guide the lives of 
followers of Judaism 
(Jews). 

Buddhis
m 

 

India  Siddhar
tha 
Buddha 
Many 
Buddha
s 

8 Fold Path  No gods. Believe 
in following your 
own path to 
Nirvana (like 
Moksha--end of 
reincarnation). 
Path to 
enlightenment 

Follow the 8 
Fold Path 

Millions of followers; 
mostly in Asia. Generally 
peace-loving. High moral 
standards. 



 

Hinduis
m 

 
 
 
India 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Founder 
unknow
n 

 
 
 
Vedas 

 
Polytheistic. 
Worship many 
gods. Shrines in 
homes. Worship 
in temples. 

Karma-”what 
goes around 
comes 
around”--wha
t happens if 
you don’t 
follow your  
Dharma--your 
duty 
according to 
the caste you 
were born 
into.  
Following the 
rule you 
would be 
born into the 
nest caste, 
Priest kept full 
control. 

Reincarnation-believe 
you will come back after 
death. Follow 
karma/dharma-come 
back higher caste level. 
End of reincarnation: 
Moksha. 

 
 
 
 
Directions: Fill in the chart below with information about each of the belief systems.  

Belief 
System 

Place 
of 

Origin 

Found
er 

and/or 
Major 
Figure

s 

Sacred 
Texts 

Beliefs and 
Practices 

Moral/Ethic
al Code of 
Conduct 

Impact on Society 
Whose Inhabitants 
Practice the Belief 

System 

Judais
m 

Middle 
East 

Abraha
m 
(Founde
r) 
Moses 
(most 
importa
nt figure 
in 
Judais
m) 

Torah (first 
five books 
of the 
Christian 
Bible...Gen
esis, 
Exodus, 
Leviticus, 
Deuterono
my, 
Numbers) 

Monotheistic. 
Believe in 
following 
Yahweh (God). 
Worship in 
synagogues/tem
ples 

Follow the 10 
Commandme
nts handed 
down by 
Yahweh to 
Moses on Mt. 
Sinai. 

The Torah and traditions 
guide the lives of 
followers of Judaism 
(Jews). 



 

Buddhis
m 

 

India  Siddhar
tha 
Buddha 
Many 
Buddha
s 

8 Fold Path  No gods. Believe 
in following your 
own path to 
Nirvana (like 
Moksha--end of 
reincarnation). 
Path to 
enlightenment 

Follow the 8 
Fold Path 

Millions of followers; 
mostly in Asia. Generally 
peace-loving. High moral 
standards. 

Hinduis
m 

 
 
 
India 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Founder 
unknow
n 

 
 
 
Vedas 

 
Polytheistic. 
Worship many 
gods. Shrines in 
homes. Worship 
in temples. 

Karma-”what 
goes around 
comes 
around”--wha
t happens if 
you don’t 
follow your  
Dharma--your 
duty 
according to 
the caste you 
were born 
into.  
Following the 
rule you 
would be 
born into the 
nest caste, 
Priest kept full 
control. 

Reincarnation-believe 
you will come back after 
death. Follow 
karma/dharma-come 
back higher caste level. 
End of reincarnation: 
Moksha. 

 
 

Chinese Belief System Chart 
Directions: Fill in the chart below with information about each of the belief systems you’ll 
learn about during Classic China.  

Belief 
System 

Founder 
and/or 
Major 

Figures 

Sacred 
Texts 

Beliefs and 
Practices 

Moral/Ethical 
Code of Conduct 

Impact on Society 
Whose Inhabitants 
Practice the Belief 

System 



 

Confucian
ism 

Place of 
Origin: 

 
 

Date/Time 
Period 

Founded: 
400s BCE 

Kongzi, 
Kong Fuzi, 
Kung 
fu-tzu 

Analects  Peace and 
harmony in with 
others in society 

- The Five 
Relations
hips 

- Father-S
on 

- Husband
-Wife 

- Friend-fri
end 

Structures of 
families in society  

Peace and harmony 
allowed a structured 
society so that people 
could grow and not be 
set back because of 
conflict. 

Daoism 
(Taoism) 
Place of 
Origin: 
China 

 

 
Date/Time 

Period 
Founded: 

6th Century 
(500s) BCE 

Lao Tzu  Tao Te 
Ching 

Be peaceful, 
meditate, take 
walks, have a 
clear mind. 

Be at peace.  Make peace with the 
world 

 
 

Belief 
System 

Founde
r 

and/or 
Major 

Figures 

Sacred 
Texts 

Beliefs and 
Practices 

Moral/Ethical 
Code of 
Conduct 

Impact on 
Society Whose 

Inhabitants 
Practice the 

Belief System 

 



 

Legalis
m  

Place of 
Origin: 

Warring 
States 

Era 
 

Date/Tim
e Period 

Founded: 
475 - 221 

BCE 

Shang 

Yang, Li  

Si, and  

Han Feizi 

  Do not 
question 
authority, 
obey. 
 
Strict laws 
 
People won’t 
follow unless 
they are 
threatened. 

There is one 
way and there 
is no other 
choice. Do not 
question 
authority you 
obey. 

The impact could 
brainwash 
younger kids and 
even adults, you 
are living in fear 
and being told 
what to do, you 
don't get to 
experience 
anything because 
you're not allowed 
to. 

 

Judais
m 

Middle 
East 

Abraham 
(Founder) 
Moses 
(most 
important 
figure in 
Judaism) 

Torah (first 
five books of 
the Christian 
Bible...Genes
is, Exodus, 
Leviticus, 
Deuteronomy
, Numbers) 

Monotheistic. 
Believe in 
following 
Yahweh (God). 
Worship in 
synagogues/te
mples 

Follow the 10 
Commandments 
handed down by 
Yahweh to Moses 
on Mt. Sinai. 

The Torah and 
traditions guide 
the lives of 
followers of 
Judaism (Jews). 

Buddhi
sm 

 

India  Siddartha 
Buddha 
Many 
Buddhas 

8 Fold Path  No gods. 
Believe in 
following your 
own path to 
Nirvana (like 
Moksha--end 
of 
reincarnation). 
Path to 
enlightenment 

Follow the 8 Fold 
Path 

Millions of 
followers; mostly 
in Asia. Generally 
peace-loving. 
High moral 
standards. 



 

 
 
 

Belief 
System 

Founder 
and/or 
Major 

Figures 

Sacred 
Texts 

Beliefs and 
Practices 

Moral/Ethical 
Code of Conduct 

Impact on Society 
Whose Inhabitants 
Practice the Belief 

System 

Judais
m 

Place of 
Origin: 

 
 

Date/Tim
e Period 
Founded

: 

         

Christi
anity 

Place of 
Origin: 

 
 

Date/Tim
e Period 
Founded

: 1st 
century 

ce 

- Jesus 
of 
Nazar
eth  

- Follow
ed 
Judais
m 

- Born a 
jew 

- One 
temple 
the 
center 
of their 
religio
n 

- Death 
by 
crucifi
xion 
on the 
cross 

- Bible 
- Mad

e of 2 
parts 

- The 
old 
testa
ment 

- New 
testa
ment 

- Gosp
els 

- Act 
of 
the 
Apos
tles 

- Epistl
es  

- Conv
erted 
and 

- Believe 
one 
Jesus 
was the 
son of 
god 

- God sent 
his son to 
save 
humanity 
for his 
sins 

- Gave life 
on cross 

- Believe in 
life after 
death 

- Believe in 
being 
baptized  

- Many 
different 
practices 

- Jesus 
wanted not 
to hurt but 
to heal each 
other, 
wanted 
good not 
bad  

- Preaches and 
creates 
miracles  



 

- People 
would 
watch 
Jesus 
die 

sprea
d 
religi
on 

- Prop
hecy 

 
 

 
 
 

Belief 
System 

Founder 
and/or 
Major 

Figures 

Sacred 
Texts 

Beliefs and 
Practices 

Moral/Ethical 
Code of Conduct 

Impact on Society 
Whose Inhabitants 
Practice the Belief 

System 

Islam 
Place of 
Origin: 

 
 

Date/Time 
Period 

Founded: 

         



 

Sikhism 
Place of 
Origin: 

 
 

Date/Time 
Period 

Founded: 

         

 


